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5. J¥BUEEIE : Practical Research in ELT: The Legacy of Harold E. Palmer and IRET

................................................ 14:40 ~ 16:00

I pay tribute to the work of H. E. Palmer (1877-1949) and the Institute for Research in English Teaching
for the way they established the teaching of English as a second/foreign language on a principled, scientific
footing during the 1920s and 30s. I also explore the influence of this work on post-war ELT and identify
ways in which Palmer’s practically oriented research approach was departed from and could be revived
today. I also consider the idea of legacy from a more personal perspective, reflecting on my own involvement
with IRLT in the 1990s and its influence on my subsequent work.
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